Introduction
46 Foodborne illnesses are a burden globally to public health and to a nation's economy 47 (Copenhagen, 2015; Young, & Waddell, 2016) . In the Republic of Ireland, the numbers of 48 foodborne cases have been rising for the fifth consecutive year in 2015 according to data 49 collected nationally as part of the EU Zoonoses regulation (Health Protection Surveillance 50 Center [HPSC], 2016). Vulnerable groups are the most exposed to the risks of foodborne 7 142 older age range and countryside array involved. The participants were contacted in a non-143 systematic way, a total of 1,069 participants contributed, of which, 248 surveys were 144 dismissed due to incomplete survey or participants selected more than one option per 145 question. Thus, 821 surveys were included in this research. 151 Additionally, each subsection of the knowledge portion of the survey the participant could 152 receive between four to six points depending on the subsection. The entire knowledge section 153 of the survey as well as each subsection had their mean score and standard deviation 154 analyzed. After calculating correct and incorrect answers for each participant, the participants 155 that answered more than half of the questions on the survey correctly would have attained a 156 pass; furthermore, for each subsection and demographics group the passing rates were also 157 analyzed. If the participants achieved a passing rate of 70.0% or more, they were considered 158 to have a good level of knowledge, however, if the results showed a passing rate of less than 159 50.0% that would point towards a poor level of knowledge, with 51.0% to 69.0% considered 160 as an average level of knowledge. The correct answer for each question is highlighted in bold ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT The correct answer for each question is highlighted in bold
